GAPS IN THE PHALANX.

The battle of Pydna (168 B. c.), in the Third Macedonian
War, is so illy described by both Livy and Plutarch, that,
Polybius' books containing the account of the battle having
been lost, we know next to nothing of its tactical manoeuvres.
JEmilius Paulus, son of the Roman hero of Cannae, com-
manded the Eomans, who were about twenty-six thousand
strong, to forty thousand men under Perseus, king of Mace-
don. The Macedonians apparently surprised the Eomans, or
at least the action began before jEniilius had his legions in
line. The result was that the Eomans were, at the opening
of the battle, sharply thrust back, and, to judge from the
accounts, in much confusion, to the very walls of their camp.
The Eoman legionaries had in vain sought to break the bris-
tling array of sarissas, to push through them with their buck-
lers, to cut the lances with their swords, or, indeed, to tear
them asunder with their hands. Even the hurling of a Eo-
man standard into the midst of the phalanx could not bring
the legionaries to break the Macedonian formation. They
finally fled from before it. It seemed as if the tables were
to be turned on the legion.

But the overardent pursuit by the phalanx on ground
which was somewhat uneven, and the fact that they assumed
the victory won, gradually opened a few gaps in the body.
Eallying his scattered legionaries as best he could, and dis-
posing his cohorts in small bands under stout leaders, JEmi-
lius ordered these parties to break through into these gaps
and fall on the phalangites with the gladius. This method
of attack succeeded admirably. So soon as the Roman could
get at his man he was far his superior. The gladius was a
fearful weapon in expert hands, and the Eoman scutum a
full defense against the small weak sword of the Macedo-
nians, whose shield, moreover, was far less good than the le-
gionary's. Encumbered with the long and awkward sarissa,
the phalangite was at the legionary's mercy. pushed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